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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-7 are pending and are presented for examination. A formal action on the 
merits of claim 1-7 follows. 

Priority 

2. The effective filing date for the subject matter defined in the pending claims in this 
application is 8/9/2000. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1, 3 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Schreiber et 
al. (U.S. 6,209,103). 

With respect to claim 1, Schreiber teaches a method of providing character contents in 
the form of images, comprising: 

(a) a first step of transmitting a request for retrieval of character contents from a 
client terminal to a contents providing system, the contents providing system and client terminal 
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being connected through a network such that they can communicate with each other [Schreiber - 
- Figure 1 and Col. 5 lines 14-20 and lines 22-27 - Client and server are connected over a 
network, i.e. the Internet, upon which the client transmits requests through a web browser 
for textual information, i.e. character content, such as documents or articles]; 

(b) a second step of searching storage means of the contents providing system to read 
the requested character contents, the storage means storing the character contents as character 
data [Schreiber - Figure 1 and Col. 5 lines 28-32 and lines 37-40 - Server stores textual 
information in a storage area, which upon receiving the request from the client, 
determines, i.e. searches, whether the information is available and whether it is in an area 
accessible or not accessible to the client]; 

(c) a third step of converting the read character contents from character data to image 
data [Schreiber -- Figure 3 and Col. 5 lines 40-49 - Textual information is rendered into a 
"non-text editable" format by rendering the text into a special graphical format, such as 
GIF or JPEG, i.e. image data]; and 

(d) a fourth step of transmitting the image data as a result of the conversion of the 
character contents to the client terminal [Schreiber -- Figure 3 and Col. 5 lines 51-55 - After 
rendering to graphical format is complete, server sends non-text editable, i.e. graphical, 
information over network to client]. 

With respect to claim 3, Schreiber teaches a system for providing character contents in 
the form of images, comprising: 
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(a) a contents providing system connected to a client terminal through a network such 
that they can communicate with each other [Schreiber Figure 1 and Col. 5 lines 14-20 and 
lines 28-32 - Client and server are connected over a network, i.e. the Internet, upon which 
the server stores textual information]; 

(b) storage means disposed in a server of the contents providing system for storing 
character contents as character data [Schreiber -- Figure 1 and Col. 5 lines 19-21 and lines 28- 
33 - Server contains storage areas for storing textual information, i.e. character data]; 

(c) search means provided at the server for searching the storage means when there is 
a request for retrieval of character contents from the client terminal to read the requested 
character contents [Schreiber - Figure 1 and Col. 5 lines 22-32 and lines 37-40 - Client 
transmits requests through a web browser to server for textual information, i.e. character 
content, such as documents or articles Server stores textual information in a storage area, 
which upon receiving the request from the client, determines, i.e. searches, whether the 
information is available and whether it is in an area accessible or not accessible to the 
client]; 

(d) conversion means provided at the server for dynamically converting the read 
character contents from character data to image data [Schreiber -- Figure 3 and Col. 5 lines 40- 
49 - Textual information is rendered into a "non-text editable" format by rendering the 
text into a special graphical format, such as GIF or JPEG, i.e. image data]; and 

(e) contents information transmission means provided at the server for transmitting 
the image data as a result of the conversion of the character contents to the client terminal 
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[Schreiber Figure 3 and Col. 5 lines 51-55 - After rendering to graphical format is 
complete, server sends non-text editable, i.e. graphical, information over network to client]. 

Regarding claim 7, Schreiber further teaches wherein a WWW server is provided in the 
server and wherein the contents information transmission means is provided in the WWW server 
[Schreiber -- Figure 3 and Col. 5 lines 14-21 and lines 24-26 - Requests from client are 
made over the Internet by accessing a World Wide Web page using a browser. The server 
being accessed which provides and transmits the contents serves the page to the client 
making it a WWW server]. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2 and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schreiber et al. (U.S. U.S. 6,209,103), as applied to claims 1, 3 and 5 above respectively, in view 



of Schreiber et al. (U.S. 6,298,446). 
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Regarding claim 2, Schreiber (U.S. 6,209,103) teaches the invention substantially as 
claimed, as aforementioned in claim 1 above, including converting textual information into 
graphical information [Schreiber — Figure 3 and Col. 5 lines 40-49 - Textual information is 
rendered into a "non-text editable" format by rendering the text into a special graphical 
format, such as GIF or JPEG, i.e. image data], but fails to explicitly teach determining 
whether the information needs to be protected, i.e. converted to image data. 
Schreiber (U.S. 6,298,446), however, teaches a system for protecting the copying or reuse of 
graphical images or textual information which provides a protection manager to specify whether 
the information is to be protected on an individual by individual basis [Schreiber (U.S. 
6,298,446) -- Figure 2 item 212, Col. 8 lines 35-67, Col. 11 lines 27-30, Col. 12 lines 3-11 and 
Col. 33 lines 5-15 - Server determines if information is protected by searching protection 
database. If information is protected, routine is run to protect information; otherwise, 
information is transmitted normally with no protection. This type of individual basis 
protection can be applied to image or text content]. 

Both Schreiber (U.S. 6,209,103) and Schreiber (U.S. 6,298,446) disclose methods for protecting 
text and images transmitted over a network from reuse or copying. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate the determining of whether information needs to be protected, as taught 
by Schreiber (U.S. 6,298,446) into the text and image reuse prevention system of Schreiber (U.S. 
6,209,103), in order to give the administrator more control over the system to allow them to 
decide which information needs to be protected or which information they want protected. 
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Regarding claim 4, this is a system claim corresponding to the method claimed in claim 
2. It has similar limitations; therefore claim 4 is rejected under the same rationale. 

Regarding claim 5, Schreiber (U.S. 6,209,103) teaches the invention substantially as 
claimed, as aforementioned in claim 3 above, including wherein the client terminal and the 
server of the contents providing system are connected to the internet [Schreiber — Figure 3 and 
Col. 5 lines 14-19 - Client and server are connected through a network which is the 
Schreiber (U.S. 6,209,103) fails to teach that a front server and a back server connected to the 
Internet are provided in the server along with a database for storage. 

Schreiber (U.S. 6,298,446), however, teaches a separate Web server area (102), i.e. front server 
in server (100) which the user has access to and from which requests are made and content is 
dynamically protected [Schreiber (U.S. 6,298,446) -- Figure 1, Col. 9 lines 22-24 and lines 53- 
60 and Col. 10 lines 3-11 - Clients request information through http request module (114) 
and content is modified by webpage parser (116) and modifier (122)]. Additionally, the back 
server is the remaining area of the server that the client does not have access to, i.e. the databases 
and other stored information [Schreiber (U.S. 6,298,446) -- Figure 1 and Col. 9 lines 24-31 
and lines 61-67 - Actual web pages (104) along with the database (118) and images stored 
on server (108 and 110) are in the back server, an area inaccessible to clients]. Also, 
Schreiber teaches the use of a database to store information [Schreiber (U.S. 6,298,446) -- 
Figure 1 and Col. 9 lines 61-63]. 

Databases were notoriously well known at the time of the invention as a practical and easy way 
to store information. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate the implementation of a front server and back server along with a 
database, as taught by Schreiber (U.S. 6,298,446) as parts of the server and the storage means 
[Schreiber (U.S. 6,209,103) -- Col. 5 lines 19-21 and lines 28-32] of Schreiber (U.S. 
6,209,103), in order to provide a structured server which provides security to content stored on 
the server by only allowing client access to the front server while protecting other non-public 
files and information on the back server in addition to using a well-known and practical structure 
to store data. 

Regarding claim 6, Schreiber (U.S. 6,209, 103)-Schreiber (U.S. 6,298,446) teach the 
invention substantially as claimed, as aforementioned in claim 5 above, wherein the search 
means and conversion means are provided in the front server [Schreiber (U.S. 6,298,446) -- 
Figure 1, Col. 9 lines 53-60 and Col. 10 lines 3-11 - Web server area (item 102) of server 
(100) is responsible for receiving the http request (114) which then filters and searches for 
document/page. Furthermore, web server area (102) is also responsible for parsing (116) 
and modifying (122) the webpage, i.e. conversion]. 
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Conclusion 



7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 
disclosure. 

- Nguyen (U.S. 6,032,150) discloses a method and system for presenting information in 
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